
The COVID-19 vaccine is a great new tool to fight the COVID-19 virus. Using all the 
tools we have gives us the best chance of getting our families, communities, schools, 

and workplaces “back to normal” sooner.

Getting “Back to Normal” Is Going 
to Take All of Our Tools

Get vaccinated.

Why should YOU get vaccinated?
To Protect Yourself, Your Coworkers, Your Patients, Your Family, and Your Community

• Building defenses against COVID-19 is a team effort. And you are a key part of that defense.
• Getting the COVID-19 vaccine adds one more layer of protection for you and your community.

Stay 6 feet from others, 
and avoid crowds.Wear a mask. Wash hands often.

Get vaccinated and enroll in the v-safe text messaging program to help CDC monitor 
vaccine safety.

Tell others why you are getting vaccinated and encourage them to get vaccinated.

Stay informed and encourage others to refer to trusted sources for information, such 
as state and local health departments, your health care provider, and the Centers of 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

We need your help to build confidence in the COVID-19 vaccine.

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/vaccines
U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
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Facts about COVID-19 vaccines

Vaccines (shots) are one of the tools we 
have to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

Different types of COVID-19 vaccines will be available. 
Most of these vaccines are given in two shots, one at 
a time and spaced apart. The first shot gets your body 
ready. The second shot is given at least three weeks later 
to make sure you have full protection. If you are told you 
need two shots, make sure that you get both of them. The 
vaccines may work in slightly different ways, but all types 
of the vaccines will help protect you.

The vaccines are safe. The U.S. vaccine safety system 
makes sure that all vaccines are as safe as possible. All 
the COVID-19 vaccines that are being used have gone 
through the same safety tests and meet the same 
standards as any other vaccines produced through the 
years. A system in place across the entire country that 
allows CDC to watch for safety issues and make sure the 
vaccines stay safe.

To stop this pandemic, we need to use all of our prevention tools. Vaccines are one of the most effective tools to protect 
your health and prevent disease. Vaccines work with your body’s natural defenses so your body will be ready to fight 
the virus, if you are exposed (also called immunity). Other steps, like wearing a mask that covers your nose and mouth 
and staying at least 6 feet away from other people you don’t live with, also help stop the spread of COVID-19.

Studies show that COVID-19 vaccines are very effective at keeping you from getting COVID-19. Experts also think that 
getting a COVID-19 vaccine may help keep you from getting seriously ill even if you do get COVID-19. These vaccines 
cannot give you the disease itself.
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