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atients z*ecewmgthe:ramual
check-ups at Manet Community
I Health Center may be hundreds
of miles from the halls of
Congress, but how lawmakers decide the:
future of federal health care spending will -
likely haveanmmdtaﬁmmctmtheu '
furure. Eie
A “super committee!’ inzmemhmsuf'?ﬁ,
Congress — includes U.S. Sen. .fc&mey :
— has been tasked with the monumental
goaloffmdingmmthanurﬂlmndallaxs i
mdefc:tmducuonbyw_' esday. As

the table™ and that includes poss

changes to Medicaid. ; e
Thousands of patients who live in South .

Shore communities we serve are worried

about what these changes will mean. They

are low-income families, elderly or dis-

abled, and children, many of whom de-

pend on Medicaid as their source of af-

fordable health coverage and Manet Com-

cmments Ct&m

suocessful federal health pmgmms ever o
created, with thousands of studies docu-
menting their quality care, ability to keep
costs down and role in creating jobs in -
economically challenged communities.
Here in Massachusetts, health centers
represent the largest primary care network
in the state, serving nearly 800,000 peo-
ple. Equally compelling, Massachusetts
health centers care for 30 percent of the
state's Medicaid patients at a cost of or_dy
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. and nearly 200, 000

1.3 percent of total state Medicaid spend-
ing. i .

"As the states: and Congress gmppie with -
how to improve the nation’s health care,
we are proud of the fact that ¢ _ ity
health centers remain ahead of the curve,
providing a time-tested, comprehensive
approach to health care WW&mﬂney
and improves health. According to are-
cent study conducted by George V :
ton University, health centers genm an—
nual savings of $24 billion (81,263 per
person) as a result of reducing th rate of
preventable hospitalizations.
days. and emergency room use across the
health system. They also bnmeoonbm;c
benefits to our communities, | generating
more than 10.000 jobs M&sswhusatts

also inm‘ costs borne by taxpa)wrs
: salth centers as their reg-
ular mumafpmnmymmémmex-
pensive emergency rooms instead. :
Likewise, Congress should be wary of
deﬁelt-cuttmg pmposals that shlﬂ costs -

scumes where. tl’my everage the most
good. We cannot afford to break or endan-
ger what is working well. Manet Commu-
nity Health Center and health centers -
across the country are proven local solu-
tions for improving the health of millions
of Americans while significantly reducing
costs across our health system. :

Isn’t that the goal in the first place?

Henry N. Tuttle is chief executive officer
of Manet Community Health Center in
Ouiney.




